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Group led by Niti
Aayog CEO to look
at proposals by Isha

@‘llmesgroup com

New Delhi: Acting on draft
recommendations of Sadhgu-
ru's Isha Foundation, the Cen-
trehasset upagroupunder Ni-
ti Aayog CEO to examine the
suggestions indetailand come
out with an action plan to revi-
taliseriversacross the countr¥;

Secretaries of six relevant
ministries including water re-
sourees, environment, agri-
culture, urban development,
drinking water & sanitation
and rural development are
membersof thegroup.

Besides, the water re-
sowrces ministry formed a sep-
arate committee under the
chairmanship of Sharad Ku-
mar Jain, director of the Roor-
kee-based National Institute of
Hydrology, to study it scientifi-
cally and suggest feasible ac-
tions.

The Isha Foundation had
submitted its draft recommen-
dation to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi after conclusion
of the Rally for Rivers in Octo-
ber: Its thrust has been on aug-
menting water supply to a riv-
er by planting trees to a dis-
tance of minimum 1 km on
both sides along its entire
stretch.

The draft has also examin-
ed how togoabout thismassive
exercise without affecting live-
lihoods of people living along
rivers, considering the fact
that nearly 75% of the land
alongall the rivers in the coun-
try isagricultural land.

Sadhguru, who himself
briefed the NITI Aayog on the
draft, told TOI that the founda-
tion would bring together all
stakeholders, including farm-
ersand industries, on one plat-
form in Bengaluru in March
next year to discuss finer
points of implementing those
recommendations.

“This entire thing cannot
succeed without bringing all
the pieces together”, he said,
explaining how the idea has
been to implement those rec-
ommendations by creating a
“successful commercial move-
ment” for farmers.

RALLY FOR RIVERS

Asked how will it be possi-
ble without participation of
states as both water and agri-
culture are ‘State’ subjects un-
derIndia’s Constitution, Sadh-
guru said, “We have signed
MoUs with five states. It's like
commitment from thestatesto
plant trees on government
land. If you cannot do iton gov-
ernment land, how can you ex-
pect the farmers to go for plan-
tation (switching from crop-
based agriculture to tree-
based agriculture) on their
farmland?”

The foundation has signed
MoUs with Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Karna-
taka and Gujarat. The Maha-
rashtra government has al-
ready announced’ a pro-
gramme to plant 50 crores sa-
plings over next three years
acrossthestate.




